MARY CHANNEL
by his industry and diligence, daily increased his riches.
Perceiving his daughter to be of a promising disposition,
and amiable both in body and mind, he gave her a liberal
education, to improve and refine those good qualifications
by art and study wherewith she was liberally endowed by
the bounty of nature. She made so speedy a progress in
her learning that she soon outvied her schoolfellows; and
the strong imagination, polite behaviour and majestic graces
in her carriage so lively displayed themselves that she
became the mirror and discourse of all who knew her*
Though her birth gave place to those of the highest rank
and quality, yet her education was not inferior to them; and
her incomparable wit, united with her beautiful presence,
rendered her so agreeable that she was to be preferred even
to many of a superior rank.
Her charms did not consist in adorning and dressing
herself in magnificent and gay attire, decked with pearls
and diamonds, which gives a false gloss of beauty to persons
whose natures are opposite, and only serve to brighten the
lustre of their pretended fine qualities. In a word, she was
generally esteemed the most celebrated wit and accomplished
beauty of her age.
Being now in the flower of her youth and bloom of her
beauty, she had several suitors of good repute, who all
became captives to her beauty, and hardly did they find
themselves ensnared but they had the boldness to flatter
themselves with the hopes of one day possessing such a
charming object. Amongst the rest, one Mr Channel, a
wealthy grocer of Dorchester, came to pay his respects to
her, who, for the great riches he enjoyed, was gratefully
accepted by her parents, though by her altogether con-
temned and slighted. He had nothing to recommend him
but his wealth, which was as much superior to the rest of
her suitors as his person was inferior to them: his limbs
and body were in some measure ill proportioned, and his
features in no wise agreeable; but what rendered him the
more detestable and ridiculous in her sight was his splay-
foot, which did not in the least concur with her sublime and
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